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MEMORANDUM FOR: Direeter, National Receanalissaace Office 


SUBJECT t The Utilisation of UTB in the CORONA 
Progrem 


{. Subsequent te the unexpected Ultra-Thin Base (UTS) 
problems experienced tu Mission 1105, I established @ tosh toun 
of the 





2. You may recall that the use of UTB in CORONA was a 
design geal rather than a éesiga specification in the J-3 develep- 
meat. No majer UTB-related design changes were perzitted ia 

the eriginal 3.3 concept and ealy relatively miser medifications 

were considered by the current UTB task ferce. 


3. After experiencing the quality vertability with UTB material eR 
Mission 1105, we questioned 86 to whether the CORONA system could 
obtain the desired performance with UTB withest a farther lees ia 
quality or even, perhaps, 0 catastrophic iallare, 


and verify problems relative to smear, tension, image motion, 
temperature effects oa film lift, humidity, of cetera, 


5. Am in-depth review has been made of the System test 
precedures and potential modification te theese procedures and the 
camera subsystem. A copy of the “CORONA UTB Taek Team Final 
Report,” dated 2) February 1969, ig attached fer your information, 
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SUBJECT: The Utilisatics ef UTB ia the CORONA Program 


6 Baned en the conclasions aad recommendations of the 
task feree, 1 am preceediag with the fellewing immediate actions. 


a Refasbish the csyctem qualificstion 
test iactrument (OR-1) for use ta os UTB test 
peegram at leek. This ie ene half of a CORONA 
3-3, which hae all of the recemumecded UTB 
medificaticas already installed and can be made 
ready for vacwem chamber test ia a few days ot 
ne additicnal cost te the Geverument. 


b. Institute a UTB/J-3 test program 
{outlined in Section $ of the attached rapert) ia 
the Dynamic Resolutions Teater (DRT) af Itek, 
Lestagtea. 


7. If we obtain euccessfal resulte from the test program, 
t le eupected that the next system which will be svailable for UTR 
flim is CR-8 new echoduled for lauach ia September. 


Director of Special Projects 


Attachment: 
CORONA UTS Task Team Final Report, 
dated 21 February 1969, 
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